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DRIVE-UP LUNCH

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28
AT THE

LOVELL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

1174 MAIN ST      LOVELL, MAINE

10:00-12:00

$5 PER PERSON

Chili, cornbread and a brownie
Just drop by or call Nancy at

925-1831 to reserve your meal

All proceeds from this lunch will benefit the 
Lovell Area Food Pantry
Thank you for your support!
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2/24   Lenten bible study begins. Tuesday mornings at through 3/31. 

          10:00 am.  “The Way”  all are welcome.
3/29   Palm Sunday

4/2     Maundy Thursday service of Tenebrae and Communion 5:30

4/3     Good Friday Prayer Vigil time tbd
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     4/5     Easter worship:  sunrise service (location tbd) 6:00 am worship at LUCC 10:30
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          The Circuit Rider 





 Sunday worship 10:30 am  	Church office: (207)925-1321   Email: info@lovellucc.org





�


Dear friends,


As I sit at my computer to write this article it is Ash Wednesday, the day marking the beginning of the Christian Season of Lent. In the early centuries of Christianity, it was the time to prepare new converts for baptism.  Over the years Lent became a season to refocus one’s spiritual life on repentance and the disciplines of prayer, fasting and the giving of alms (support of the poor).  Today many people use the forty days of Lent as a time of spiritual introspection and readjustment.  Some see it as a time to give up something, chocolate, alcohol, sweets etc.  Some today are considering a fast from social media for Lent. Unfortunately, though after Lent we fall back into our former vices and habits.


This year there is (was when you read this) an unusual occurrence which takes place the week of Ash Wednesday.  The Islamic holy month of Ramadan and the Christian season of Lent coincide, both starting on Wednesday, February 18, 2026. This rare configuration brings together two major periods of fasting, prayer, reflection, and spiritual discipline for Muslims and Christians globally, promoting interfaith unity. But this isn’t all, in 2026 we have a trifecta as the Chinese Lunar New Year falls during the same week!  The 2026 Lunar New Year falls on Tuesday February 17 on which many Christians celebrate Shrove (Fat) Tuesday.  


An important element to each of these celebrations is the notion that there is or can be a new beginning, a starting over.  With reflection and introspection, we can improve upon our past, make changes in our habits, find our way back to the better way.  As a Christian it is a time for me through a renewed effort of prayer, fasting, inner reflection and giving to find my way back and to walk more closely in the way of Jesus.  


Did you know that all three of these are determined by movements of our solar system!  The date of the Chinese lunar New Year is obvious, but the dating of Ramadan and Easter (thus Lent) are also based on stages of the Moon!


Ramadan falls in the ninth month of the Islamic calendar and is determined by the sighting of the new crescent moon on the 29th day of the preceding month. The Islamic year is 10 days shorter than the Gregorian year, thus the change in the dating of Ramadan from year to year. And Easter falls on the first Sunday after the Paschal (Jewish calendar) full moon or on or after 21 March. (Spring Equinox.) 


Join me, in your own way, and use these next few weeks to refocus your priorities, renew your commitment to matters of particular importance to you and your families.  Heaven knows our world could use some refocusing!    
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When:  Friday, February 27, 


5:30 pm





Where: Lovell United Church of Christ    


1174 Main St.


Lovell, Maine


What:   Soup, salad, sandwiches and cookies for dinner followed by a fun variety show for entertainment





This event is FREE 


all are welcome!





*If you have “talent act” to share, please sign up with Carolyn Carter 928-2080





FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION -Lovell UCC supports the Lovell Area Food Pantry and Sweden Food Pantry monthly with a collection of needed items.  At this time the need is great and Food Pantry resources are being used to purchase food staples.  The “Pantry Pick of the Month for February and March” is Cereal, Instant Oatmeal and Pancake Mix.  Please drop your items in the church vestry in the bins marked Food Pantry. Thank you for your support!!!!
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                       TRUSTEES The Lovell UCC Board of Trustees met on Feb. 10 with Kathy Dunham, secretary, joining


                         us by ZOOM from Florida.  Rod Callen was welcomed as our newest Trustee.  As usual, this


                         meeting included financial reports, old business and new business.  Trustee officers were elected as


                         follows: Linda Libby and Jan Newhouse – Co-chairs, Kathy Dunham-Secretary and Jan Newhouse–Asst. Secretary, Investment Officers-Farwell (Jr) Sawin, Art DeWire and Jan Newhouse, Trustee Representative to Stewardship – David Baril.  It was voted to give gifts to Mark Tripp for plowing and Josh Jones for sanding. The music/choir Director’s contract was reviewed and approved, the Pastor’s Call Agreement was reviewed and approved with one change and the Office Administrator’s confirmation letter was reviewed. No date was set for a meeting to explain LUCC’S financial procedures until more information is gathered.  Changes were made to the Job Assignment Schedule and it will be reviewed again at the March meeting.  Copies of the Standard Operating Procedures for Trustees went home with each Trustee.   Any changes will be made at the March meeting.   The next Trustee meeting is scheduled for March 9 at 7:00pm.  For more information, contact Linda Libby 925-3661 or Jan Newhouse  928-3100  
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING gifts will be received throughout the month of March.  Place your gift in the offering plate marked OGHS or send to Lovell UCC PO Box 232 Lovell, Me 04051


This offering is one of the 5 for the 5 offerings of the UCC we support each year.  This year marks the 75th year of One Great Hour of Sharing.


“OGHS’s mission is to support domestic and international development, fight poverty and its consequences, bring aid and relief to communities torn by war or ravaged by national disaster, provide advocacy and resettlement assistance for refugees and displaced persons, and combat injustice in its many forms. OGHS provides funding and hands-on assistance in collaboration with local and international partners.”   Thank you for prayerfully giving to this mission.
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� The Kitchen Clean-Up volunteers are Sue Clout for February and Carolyn Carter for March.  No business meeting was scheduled for Feb. 10 as a Valentine Tea with Sue Clout and Sue DeWire, hostesses, took place 1:00-3:00 that afternoon.  Thirty ladies were registered to attend this really fun event.  Pastor Neil, Art DeWire, Stan Tupaj and Rod Callen, our gentlemen servers, did a great job.  Several types of tea as well as small sandwiches and desserts were arranged on the Circle’s new tiered dishes.  Sue Clout and Carolyn Carter entertained making the afternoon a very special time for all.   The next regular meeting is scheduled for March 10 with Sue DeWire as hostess.  The program that day will be painting wooden Easter eggs.  There are no membership requirements for Ladies Circle so all are welcome to join the group as schedules allow. Contacts: Carolyn Carter 928-2080, �HYPERLINK "mailto:cecarter1994@gmail.com"��cecarter1994@gmail.com�  or Linda Libby 925-3661, �HYPERLINK "mailto:lindalibby12345@outlook.com"��lindalibby12345@outlook.com� 





                                   All our Lovell Girl Scout troops continue to gather.   Daisy Troop 146 continues to work on


                                   requirements for their “Cheers for Animals” journey and attended a Mountain Service Unit 


                                    Cookie Rally on Jan 31 at Lake Region HS.  The girls actually had an opportunity to hold a 


                                    live ferret, the cookie mascot for 2026.  On Jan. 22 these girls had a great time with Vicki Royer making Origami cats. The Daisies made valentines for Ladies Circle members on Feb. 4 and the following week made valentines to take home. Troops 58 and 3149 are working on Try-its and badges and Troop 58 is planning a sleepover at Lovell UCC.  Cookies will be delivered to the Lovell area on March 8 and they will be available to purchase after that date.  Sale will end on May 1. For more information, contact Linda Libby,  925-3661 or  �HYPERLINK "mailto:lindalibby12345@outlook.com"��lindalibby12345@outlook.com� 


























Saturday, �May 17�7:30 p.m.





On Saturday, April 11, the LUCC Handbells will travel to Cumberland  to participate in Spring Ring.  This all-day event is sponsored by the Handbell Musicians of America (Region 1) and will include over 110 ringers from all over New England.  The day consists of workshops and rehearsals based on skill levels.  At 4:00 pm we conclude with a public concert featuring individual choirs, various groups assembled during the day and mass performances by everyone together.


All are welcome to attend the 4:00 FREE concert! Greely Middle School Gymnasium 351 Tuttle Rd., Cumberland, ME
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The next meeting will be March 5th, 6:30 PM in the vestry here at LUCC.


Come join us!  All are welcome.
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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 


you’re welcome here





OPEN WEDNESDAYS & SATURDAYS 


10:00-2:00


$2/Bag sale the last Wednesday and Saturday of each month.  Follow us on Facebook for additional sales.  
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� �Follow us on Facebook


VISIT US ONLINE�www.lovellucc.org


Email: info@lovellucc.org








STORIES IN THE WIND 


Sunday morning adult bible study held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month at 9:00 am.  The theme is The Parables of Jesus.  All are welcome!


EVENING BIBLE STUDY�This group meets on the 2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month 


Oct-May.  6:30-9:00 pm.  FMI contact Vicki at 925-1444.  


MUSIC-CHOIR


Choir rehearsals are held Sunday mornings at 9:30 am followed 


by the choir’s participation in worship.


MUSIC-HANDBELLS                                         SPECIAL EVENT  →


Handbells rehearse Wednesdays from 9:30-10:30 and perform during worship monthly. 


KNITTING AND CRAFTING GROUP


Meets the first Thursday of each month in the vestry, 6:30 pm. Bring a project to work on and join the fun!  All are welcome. 


LADIES CIRCLE


This group meets on the second Tuesday of each month for a business meeting and throughout the year for special programs and events.  All ladies are welcome to come as their schedule permits. FMI contact  Linda Libby at 925-3661 or 


Carolyn Carter at 928-2080











Rev. Neil H. Wilson, Pastor


Pastor’s office hours:


Monday 9:00-1:00


Wednesday 9:00-1:00


Email:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:pastor@lovellucc.org"��pastor@lovellucc.org�


Call or text (260)849-1512


Heather Sawin, Office Administrator


Office Administrator’s hours:


Monday 9:00-2:00


Wednesday 9:00-2:00


Office 925-1321  


Email:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:info@lovellucc.org"�info@lovellucc.org�


Dan Moore, Director of Music


Email:  	�HYPERLINK "mailto:info@lovellucc.org"�info@lovellucc.org�


COME SEE US�1174 Main St.


PO Box 232�Lovell, ME  04051


CALL US�(207)925-1321 (office)
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Ongoing programs: 


 


 


 












